THIS (S RICHARD. AND THIS 1S PAULA.

HIS PARENTS ARE HER PARENTS?
NOT So MUCH.




D

RICHARD'S HOYSE IS WARM AND DRY.
HiS SHELVES ARE FuUlLL OF BookS AND

HIS FRIDGE (S FULL OF FooD.

A

PAULA'S HOUSE IS FULL OF PEOPLE AND
NOT mUCH ELSE. IT'S DAMP AND NoISY AND
SHE KEEPS GETTING SICk.

___AND SO WILL PAULA'S.
THAT'S WHY THEY'RE
WORKING TWO JOBS.



RICHARD GOES TO A CREAT SCHooL. AT PAULA'S SCHOOL, THE CLASS SIZES ARE
WELL RESOYRCED, GOoD KIDS. LARGE, THE SCHOOL IS UNDERFUNDED,
HIS TEACHERS LOVE THEIR JOB. AND LOOKS IT. HER TEACHERS ARE TIRED,

STRETCHED THIN FROM THE STRESS.

Oh man, | need
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| have friends working
theve - 'l have 3 word,
and get yov an interaship.

... AND OVER THE
YEARS ALL THESE LITTLE
DIFFERENCES...

(JUGGLING WOoRK AND POLYTECH,
STILL GETTING (N DEBT)

... THEY START To ADD UP. TO
BUILD INTo SOMETHING BIGGER. Jou shovuld be finishing

yovr studies, not
looking after me...
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AND BECAUSE EACH
LITTLE PIFFERENCE

Yep. the loan SNEAKS BY UNNOTICED... Look, we just can‘4
s approved. help you. Maybe +ry

Congra*vlafiohs-l Eazee Finance?

THEN mAY c s TS TO BEL £ Share
THAT :: 52;"“55‘& Tl’ao‘B: oN ::'.oeve AND I'r‘wse ﬂl?u STARTS To sn’n.e.
THAT HE DID IT ALL HIMSELF. LEARNS To ‘kNOW HER PLACE”

OK,yov've 9ot the job, buvt
’'m watching you sweetie. ..

Ooh gou’re Roger’s b09 r.'9h+?
I've heard good things, keeping
my eye On Yov...




=

What is the
Secret to yovur
success?

Less wh;n9in9, more hard
work [ say. I’m sick of
people asking for handovts.
No one ever handed me
anything on plate.

FURTHER ReADING : LOOK UP AUCKLAND CITY MISSION'S 'SPEAKING FOR OURSELVES’ BOOKLET @ xToTL 20/




Privilege can be a hard thing to talk about.

Oftentimes, when it's implied or stated that someone is "privileged," they can feel defensive or upset. They may have worked very hard for what they have
accomplished and they may have overcome many obstacles to accomplish it. And the word "privilege" can make a person feel as though that work is being
diminished.

The key point about privilege, though, is that it doesn't mean that a person was raised by wealthy parents, had everything handed to them, and didn't have to do
much other than show up.

Privilege means that some of us have advantages over others for any number of reasons we don't control — like who we are, where we come from, the color of our
skin, or certain things that have happened in our lives.

Even when things haven't come easy for some people, they can still have privileges that others don't have.
lllustrator Toby Morris did some thinking about the concept of inequality and privilege, and he found one major problem.

He did a lot of research to learn about it, but as he started to really understand privilege, he found that a lot of the information about privilege felt very academic and
technical. He felt it was important to "talk about this heavy stuff in a really simple and clear way," Morris explained to me in an email interview.This is a great way to
explain privilege to someone who's having a hard time understanding — or someone who doesn't want to recognize it.

"Comics are very human and accessible — they're non-threatening and quite inviting to a reader," Morris said. "lt's a lot less daunting than picking up a giant book or
trying to decipher a really long or really dense article."

True story.

Make no mistake: Morris isn't taking away from hard work in his comic.

"I'm not trying to say I'm against that idea that if we work hard, we succeed," he said. "l would like to think that is true, for the most part, but | just think people often
forget or don't realise that our starting points, or our paths to success, aren't all even. Some people have to overcome more obstacles in the path to succeeding than
others."

He was also quick to point out that this isn't about anyone needing to feel bad or guilty for the privileges that they have, but rather it's about honesty and
understanding — because maybe that's what could lead us to a better place.

"Acknowledging the issue is one step towards addressing it hopefully," he said.

Ultimately, success — or lack thereof — can be about hard work and other factors, some of which are beyond our control.
A lot of people have been able to relate to this comic — both sides of it — and have reached out to Morris to share.

"Personally, I've grown up somewhere in the middle," he said. Because his dad was in the army, Morris moved around a lot as a kid. "l experienced a lot of different
neighbourhoods and schools and friendship groups — some well off, some not so much — and that experience lead me to this belief that ultimately people are all
pretty similar wherever you go, we just don't all have the same chances in life."



